
2 Chronicles 7:12–16 (ESV)  

12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: “I have heard your prayer 

and have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When I shut up the heavens so 

that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my 

people, 14
 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 

face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 

heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in 

this place. 16
 For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be there 

forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time.  

1. Humility, God says he dwells in two places in a high and holy place..grace to the 

humble..recognition of our need for God, dependency on God, poverty of spirit 

Isaiah 57:15 (ESV), “For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, 

whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a 

contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the 

contrite.  

Isaiah 66:1–2 (ESV) , “Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 

footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my 

rest? 2 All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares 

the LORD. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit 

and trembles at my word.  

James 4:6 (ESV), “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” When pride walks on the stage God walks off…he resists the 

proud 

Matthew 5:3 (ESV), “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

Humility is honestly assessing ourselves in light o f God’s holiness and our sinfulness. 

He must increase, I must decrease, John 3:30 

2. Prayer, if we are in need, then we come to him for help… 

-ask…Elijah James 5:13-18, prayed for no rain, and then prayed for rain 7 seven times, Elijah 

prayed fervently 

James 5:13–18 (ESV) , “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him 

sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 

pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will 

save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be 



forgiven. 16
 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may 

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man 

with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and 

six months it did not rain on the earth. 18
 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the 

earth bore its fruit.  

-Prayerlessness is our declaration of our independence from God 

3. Longing for God, seeking God 

-Jeremiah 29…ask, seek and knock..seek first the kingdom… 

-Isaiah 55-come to me all who are thirsty, listen diligently 

-Treasure in heaven, he is our Treasure…Matthew 6:19-21 

 

4. Repentance…U-turn, change of mind, flee… 

Church at Laodicea…pride…Revelation 3:14-22 

Key repentance issue:  gossip, slander, wrong judgment, critical spirit, hinders healing and unity 

Isaiah 58:9-12-pointing of the finger 

Two ministries that go on before the throne night and day,  

Accusation, Revelation 12:10 and Intercession, Hebrews 7:25 

Judgment…communion…judgement, critical spirit,  

Matthew 7:1–5 (ESV) , “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you 

pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 
3
 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is 

in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 

your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out 

of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s 

eye. “ 

Lord’s Supper, mediate on his wounds, discern his body rightly 

1 Corinthians 11:23–32 (ESV) , “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 

that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 25
 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or 

drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and 

blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 

drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 



and drinks judgment on himself. 30
 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some 

have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we 

are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with 

the world.  

James 5:9 (ESV), “Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 

judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.”  

Culture of Honor, “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another with honor” 

(Rom. 12:10)   

 

Treat the body of Christ with nobility as the bride of Christ!  

 

Honor others when they aren’t there to break the back of accusation and gossip 


